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LETTER XL. 
To the Right Reverend Father in God, 
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vere him into the hands of che Row.z* Governor. 


Thete Holy Cheats thought todo inthis a great piece of Servi ice 
to their Country; for, fay chey, ths Avan will not confent ro be 
King, neither is he pre oper with all his Wiidom to head a multi- 
tude, for he detp ites | Riches, the Sine WS of War and Government. 
All his Admi | i mele off, Wwhea they are weary 
y ’ 


ef his Sermons, or have gotten om him what chey require. Be- 
tides thar, who knows whether chis \ ‘intue of ‘Healing j IS 1 Quality 
— ia him; and tho it were, ic will Ggaify very | little as tu 
(he Roman  s oke, {ince he nev rer makes ule of It to 
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the weight of his Miracles, never contefted the truth of them, 

bur a(crib’d chem to a Magical Power, or fome fuch ridiculous Caufe, 

2. Thatic is impofiible to conceive how after Chrift’s Death, the 
Preaching of his Diciples fhould have been fo tucceisrul, had he 
not dene thofe Miracles that are related in the Gotpels, and perhaps 
more than are there menaticn’d 

Afcer all what hasbeea (iid, he muft be of a very (trong imagi- 
pation, whocin Fill fancy any private Intelligence DECWAXt OUT Sa- 
viour and the Herds of the fews. But let's give way for a moment 
to that rigiculous Notion: Let us fuppofe, that as the Pharifees 
bore, without earne‘t hatred cr defire of revenge, all the Reproach- 
esof cur Saviour, aad (aw without indignation che utmoft contempt 
he {bewed on ail occafions for cheir Traditions and Ordinances; {o 
on the other tide, he tacitly confented to undergo the infamous 
and pining punifhment of the Crofs, on condition that they would 
not let him dye, but take him away becimes, that coming to him- 
(elf again, it might be reported abroad he was rifen from the Dead, 
All this we know to be falfe, for his fide was pierced through with 
a Spear, and all the blood to the moft terous and watry fubdftance 
exhaufted; after which no tan can live. Befides thar, the Pody 
of 7e/¥s was not carry’d very far, or out of the fight of his Enemies; 
buc becaufe it was a Preparation-day, the Evening before the great 
Sabbath cof Easter, he was Buried 7x a ew Sepulchre, wherein was 
never man yet luid, ia a Garden lying inthe (ame place where he was cru- 
cifed, John xix. 34, 44. Add to this, that his Enemies, who 
judg’d of others by themfelves, were afraid of fome Cheat, and 
made the Sepulchre fave, fealing the Stone, and fetting-a watch over if, 
Matth. Xxvii- 66. 

Buc tho the Narration of the Evangelifts be {o circumftantiated, 
that it leaves no room for doubt or deception, yet let us fuppofe that 
it does it. Who werethe mighty men who manag’d the whole In- 

(2) Foley trigue ? Two men alone (4) could not do it, it muft have been a 
of drinz- Plot of many Confederates ; and thofe too of the firft Rank and 
rhezand Quality. Why did they not declare for Zefws after his Refurre@tion 
Necodersite and Afcenfion? The pretended Cheat could not be puth’d on far- 
ther; and it had thitherto fo well fucceeded, that they had only pub- 

lickly to acknowledge it for a continued Series of Miracles, to 

draw the whcle Nation on their fide. Then it had been an eafie 

matcer co find out fome Ingenious and Couragious perfon to head 

the bewitched multi:ude ; and fince they were fo prone to be delu- 

ded, tocontrive Orders from Heaven, that commanded them to go 

and fighr the Ross, But thofe very men, who wink’d at oh 
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ditious Exechias, Fudas, Theudas, who fet up Barchochebaz, and fo 
many other falfe Meffial’ 5, perfecut ed the Difciples of “the true 
Chrift, when he was himfelf out of the reach of their pu ll 

If icbe ablurd, and ale ogether impr obabdle to feign a private col 
refpondence derwixt our Siviour and the Heads of the fers, then he 
kept mone at ail wich any body living, and confequently neither he, 
not his Apottles , Were Deceivers, but hag really and immediately 
their Midion § rom Heaven. For ’ris impoffible that a man, with- 
out Humane and Divine help, deftitute of Riches, Power and 
Friends, fhou.d put i into his Head to change the Religion of a w hole e 
Nation, efpecial ly {ach a one as was very Learn’din its Law, anc 
fireoly believ'd it had | deen givn and eftablihd by God hint 
and confirm'd by many Miracles : Or if any man could be () mad, 
it is unconceiveable hor un he could fucceed. However, for the fak. 
of t he Truth,lam minded to be again as kind co incre! ity as Tcan 
L nad s chen fuppole that fefes by a fortunate chance being iflu’d ou: 

of David's family, born at Berblehem, and the Jews at thar tire long. 
sia for the comin 2 of the Ax ffiah, fla himfe! f, or fome of his ac 
quaintance, who perceiv ‘d he was aman of parts, refolw’d to 
him up for the Mel) fab. iffo be, thofe Gentienen were not very 
Ae to draw up plot s, orto make contrivances. Fore they could not 
be ignorant that the Priefts and Pharifees were the leading-men ot 
their Nation, and that they had prepoffett ic with that opinion, 
which was then generally receiv'd, zs. that che 4%ffah fhould be 
a King, the Reftorer of their Liberty, and the Conquercr of the 
Wi orld. Why did they lufter him to feulk ar a Car penters fhop, 
during 30 Yeats 2? Why did they not caufe him to be broughe up a- 
—— thofe great men, that he might infentibly intinuate himie!f into 

their favour > Why aid they not privately convey Mc ney info hi 
hands, that he might i bea ible to keep his followers cogerher, anc 
raife cheir expectations ? 

The fuppolitio 0 of any Corel wndence of tefus with other men, 
bein gfo abfurd, | let's now fee whether he atone with the few Difci- 
ples Pe could get, W ere ay ve to catry on the defign, fil, uppoling 
‘with the incredulous that it was a deceit : Where was the tee tu 
buy up fo many men, as teftify’d chat they had been curd at his 
commana? For tho he eft | but 120 fuichful Dittisles, chae kepr 
conftantly together, and immediately afte his Keturrection 2nd At 
cenfte n, oflemd| led themfelves, and  publickly p p: ofe(sd to acknow- 
in for th eit Matter ; > Yet it may truly be faid, chat during 


a 


lecge , 
is life he had thaken the fonndatiga ; f 7 jadal/im, Ol rather Ppavifaifm, 
through all Paleffiva, by his Preaching and “Miracles, and even 
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‘rough a!l the corners of he Earth, where the 7ews were (read 
ecatne of rhe correfpondence che members of f that d 1ation ever kepe 
secher, Ovherwile, if neither Chit nor his frf ple lciples mac e 

inv Muacles, let any body rell me, how ic came to pats chat on th 
ire faying of che Apoltles, thee their Milter | was a S. mn of God, 
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And ler no body fay that the frit Converts were 2 heap of poor 
fimple Fellows, ealy to be deluced s for befides that the Apoftles 
were nocvery ficto it, deny absoluiely thac aflertion. Indeed §. 
Pan! {avs to the Coriat ay (a) that not many wife mon after the flesh, 
nor many mighty, ner many noble were called. But what are the moft 
Dirt Of thofe 1 men that 59 even Di OW ut ‘ the notion of Jearn : 
men? IN DE, but an inextricable CI haos of ptide and prejudices. 

. ft! ‘ wae 

| have try’d it a choufand on hat Truth has not more dangerous 
enemies than great pretenders to Lek and next to them, lusu- 


rious, lazy, and far cifal people : Whereas I have often met wich 
pe erfons of me an breecing, thatconceiv’d at the firft time fach high 
and metaphyfical (peculations, as | had not been able to make appre- 
hendible to men of a vaft reading, inmany converfations. The firtt 

Chriftians were poor; I grant it in this lenfe, that they were but 
of ordinary fortunes, or fuchas made not a great t figure inthe world 3 
nd God would have it fo, left they fho wuld t be tem pred to meddle 


with the almott continual difturbances of the Reva Empire, and 
hereby a {ifhonour their H. Rei igion. However, none of om went 
: a bepaing, or fell heavy to ftrang Bers 5 they had eno ugh a act t onl ’ for 


emfelves, but even to fupply the neceilities of thofe whom the 
pel recution of their enemies forc’d to Ay from place to pace 
All this cont ider d, Lt can hardly conceive how fome ignorant and 
prophane men can go to ) that excels of impude nce aS co Jeuk 
odious _comparit in ber ixt Chriff and Afahomer, Mahomet, | - 
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wh 0. Owes his rife and the extent of his Religion to the means of 
oo 


3 
S 
wife ‘the Gilinels of his Country-men the 4rabs, the fhrewdnets of 
two ( (a) At ch-hereticks, the weaknefs of the Greek Emperours, and 
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as the Angel Galriel chat came in the form 0 “aD ove, vhifpering 
rohin T knew por what es, whillt he was in his fits of the 
Falling-ficknef. Had I lis his time, and founda fair opportu- 
nity, | would have kil’d the pretended Angel, and there had patt, 
Jam fure, aconfiderable time, before ar nother had been fo well 
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aa 
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caughe. Bur Lextremely pity the poor v ‘retch, whom he enric’d 


to defcend into a pit, and toc: ’ vhilft he was pafling, Mahomet ts 
the great Prophet fent from Gods but then caus'c the Pit to be i - edi- 
ately fil’d up with Stones, an the crecplous fool to be maurther'd 
there, left at fom ie time or other he fhould citcover the Chear. 


I thall not infft upon hi sallowing Poligamy, and preaching a va- 
luptaons Paradices but only obferve e, that as true pet ee is the 
Religion of he Spirit, the moft pure and fublime Philofophy thae 
can be conceis’d, or the highett rea ch or found and enlightew's iXea- 
fon; fo Makomeranifm is the grofielt and moft impure mixture which 
flefh and blood, or pafit 


Heiting the wo:thip of Goc. There isnot one Metar hyfical no- 
1in that whole fyftem,fave that of the Unity o of God, and that of 
—— m, the former of which chat Imp: fe kenr, becaufe it 

i¢ Dodtrin of au 8 WOT, and the fecond he re- 
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newed to ence ourage ts harcen his Souldiers, chat rhey might \ will- 
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hore a1 ae V, 14} icouUr SiVing dl diy veaton for it,and {y my ie teaches 
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it, it. is utterly falle and ceteitabe, ce from thence it plainly 
follows that there is neither liberty nor  religio n, neither future re- 
ward nor punifhment. 

we to the — chs of the Monks, their progrefles have nothing 
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they ufed to Canozize them, and to turn them into Saints, orrathes 
Idols, to open a new door to falfe miracles and deceptions. The 
fame may be faid of all che parts of Popery ; thae myltic Babylos 
having been buile by pieces, and during the courie of many ages, 

Thefe objections and anfwers might be carried farther, but the 
ufual compafs of thefe Letrers does not allow me to do it ar this 
time. I fhall only obferve in the clofe, that if the incredulous 
complain, that I have borrow’d fome hiftorical, bue very credib!s 
matters out of the neww Teftament, I'l] anfwer that Lam neceffitated 
to do fo, until they procuce another Hiftory of thofe times as cre- 
dible and as well circumftantiated 2s the Gofpe! and Adis. If they 
have none, how can they jucge of our Divine Jefus, and how care 
they be fo impudent as to accufe him and his Apoftles of ceception: 
It's plain, that they deferve the punifhment both of Calumniators 
and publick Difturbers, or rather Enemies to Mankind; for they 
do not intend to fet up Mahometi{m or Pagani/m, they are £09 ridicu- 
lous Seéts 5 bat weuid, if poffible, extinguith all manner of Religion, 
_ people might cut one anothers throats,without remirte or con- 
cience. 


Off ob, 2 oth, 
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LETTER XLI. 


To the Honoured Dr. Dickinfon, of the 
Colledge of Phylicians ot London, 











ARGUMEN T, 

The Neceffity of jvyning the ftudy of Natural Philofophy with 
Divinity. That a perfon in health cannot forbear Meat aud 
Drink beyond aceriain term, as I 4 days, or perhaps 3 weeks 
at rhe utmoft, prov'd by phypcal reafouns. What would 
happen if Ged fhould fufpend the Law of the Communication of 
Motion. That miraculous Falts do probably proceed {rom fuch 
4 fufpenfion. Motess Fa/?, Chrut’s Faf? and Temptation, 
Bhiahs Faf? explain'd. How we fhall live in Heaven with- 
cue eatinzand drinking 2? The Cheat of a Nun that pretended 
to Live only upoathe Eloly Sacrament,how difcovered. A ftrange 
Story of a young Maid in Darbythire, fuppofed to have liud 
5 years without eating or drinking 5 attestation of the matter 
of Fat.  Aasther Story of a Dutch Maid pretended to 

have liv’d 8 months without any Meat or Drink. That Re- 

Jigion is not concern'd in thefe relations, What can make’em 

doubsful, in general, in particular, as to the Englith, and as 

othe Dutch Maid. What Phyftcal Account might be given 
cf both, in cafe they were true. The true caxfe of the Rheum. 

That the pores of the Tranfpiration, and thofe of the Smeat 

are not allthe fame. 


Honoured Sir, 
Fal] Phyficians had as much infight in Criticks and Divinity as. 
your felf, fome of ‘em would make a betier ufe than they are faic 
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Lei knowledge in natyral things. And I have likewife 
at fuch Divines, as ee her neglect the ttudy of Phi. 
en runto thote extreams chat expofe Religion to the 
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locks, Llometimesapply my fel to the Theoretical part of your Act, 
{eeing by your Books you have been fo fucceisful in j yning divine 
nd humane L : ning. AGU T hope you will oz {9 far from finding 
fauic with me, chat you will rather e: ncourage me in the pecan 
{ T Yb “~\ Ty | 
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tu fome objections, which Arneifts ufe co make agzinit the miracle 
mention ia ce Holv Writ, prete iting that = are all cae 
contradictious taypofhibilities, or only extraordinary t things, of vhich 
they can, fay they, produce many inifances. 


Phyiicians do ail agree thac men cannot live without taking any 
nouriihment, beyond 7, 1f, or 14 days; and coniequentiy Mofes 
Elijah, anc our Siviours falt that latted 40 natural d ) 
lgok’d upon in all ages as altogether miraculous. Flowever, 7cis ob- 
jected, that fome perfons bear fifting longer han otherss fo chit ‘tis 
hard to derermine the precife | cine of every miss pover in thr. 
idd to thae th e St omach may often be Fat Of a viicous matrer 
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jefe are, methinks, the n natur al confequences of a long fafting. 

But Mil it be faid, how will you then explain miraculous f alls. 
Very eaftly ; for I have but to fuppofe aTruth, vs hich I can metapt: ny 
fically demonfirate, viz, That God is not only the farft mover, 
but alfothe Author of the communication and perpetuation of mo- 
tion. Lhat is to fay, chat Matter is of ic felf impenetrable 


’ me *¢ s v3 
ond unmovaoles fo thar if God were pleas d to fulpend che a¢ t 
oe « nf 1 ge _ _ a 
of His % ‘ll, oY which Matter moves, if ae whole Univerte be fall 
then “I woul Pecan ee Tite at syable. bur in dhe aie (tate 1 in which ic 


was at the moment of rhe fufoenfion : whereas if there be void 
{paces ince fperied amonelt box odies, then they would defcend to the 
center of the World, 3s fer as their (hapes would allow,until all the 
vacu:: ae were anes 

I fuppofe, that in the bodies of men, there are as few v2 sie . 
can be cenceiw’d; and therefore if God be pleas’d to keep a ir 
miraculonf{ly fa%ing, he has but to fufpend the communic: tion o! 
motions in reference co | im 5 that is, to hiner that the Air fhould 
make any in prelit nupon him from with ‘ut, and the blood and 
humors crculee within his veins 5 but then th ‘ man ought to ap- 
Near s dea “ rtor emain in a perpetual Ecftaly, to whofe continu- 
ance it is only requird that the blood (hould (oftly tran{pire and 

anfinir to the bral na few number of Spirits, or very fubrle par- 
ticles, to kee ep ic ina ftate of confiftency. 
These 2 and Chriff’s fafts mav be afcribd to that Extatic 
mver, 0) es enfion of na itural MOTIONS 5 for the writing of the ten 
Conizvendme: tson the two Tables was done by God himfelf. And 
a | tail g with God, (4) we read of fino anf{wer he made, (2) Exod. 
but only of fome few words he fpake at the beginning of the Ecfta- XXXIV. 4, 
fy: al] the reft isreprefented 1s {poken by God, fo ‘that the Pro- 2° 
het’s Body leck’d only { fome few Spirits to keep his Brains fit for 


r 


Bein he ack 
Id leas. 

“The ep ower of f rhe Ecftafy is yet more fenfidle in our Saviours falt. 
The words 's of fhe Orig inal ren thus : Then was Felus brought by the 
Spirit into ibe wilderne{s, that he wale be tempted by the Devil: and ha- 

ing fed. AO AAYS Aid 40 nights, at laft he hunger’'d. And the tempter, 
coming CAT im, faia, if thon art ‘the Son of Go 4, Cb. Ic has ever been 
the cuttom of piousmen, when they entred into the Holy Miniftry 
to fenarate themfelves from the world for a time, that they might 
conficer of the | importance of their undertaking, implore the affitt. 
ince of Go qy a cad his bleffing upon their labours. According to thar 
commendzdle ufe, our Lord who w as to take upon him the moft 
charveadle « face thet ever was, to be High-Prieft and Sovereign 
es Yy Proe 
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Propher, or univerfal and infalliole Teacher of mankind, to redeem 
and convert the World, retir’d into a folitary place, by the ciregj- 
on of the Spirit, or of the infinite Wifcom to which he was united, 
tho he knew he fhould there be tempted by the Devil (4) ; but thar 
did not frighten him from his duty, becaufe he was as fure of the 
victory as of the fight. Being come thither, he fell into an extatic 
ravilhment, contemplating during 40 days and 40 nights the grear 
and deep myfteries he was going to perform. Ac the end of the 
Ecftafy, his body refuming his natural functions, he fele the tharp- 
nefs of hunger. And “twas in that weak ftate, the moft intolerable 
that can be conceiv’d, that God allow’d the enemy of mankind to 
approach him; butall the craft and fair pretenfions of rhat old Se- 
ducer avail’d nothing, and he being cvercome and forc’dto fly from 
our Divine Hero, was facceeded by good Angels, who by their rea- 
dy fervices acknowledg'd Jefws for their Lord and Matter. 

Asto the falt of Evijzh (c), it proceeds from a different caufes for 
the H. Writ mentions exprefsly, that by the firength of that meat, which 
had been given him by an Angel, he was fuftain’d 40 days and qe 
nights,tho he made a great journey in the mean while, 7x. from the 
delarts of Beerfoeba to the Mountain of Horeb. There is none, I believe, 
who doubts, but God, or an Angel by his order and direction, can 
prepare fuch food as fhall keep up a man fo long a time. 

It’s commonly believ’d, that we fhall neither eat nor drink, after 
the day of Judgmenr, tho we (hall chen have a body with all the 
integral and eflential parts of this. I do not remember any formal 
paflage of the H. Scripture, on which this opinion may be ground. 
ed. Contrariwife, it is obferwd thac Chrift eat and drank twice 
with his Difciples after his Refurrection, Luke xxiv. 42, 43. /ob. xxi. 
13,14. However, fince this notion feems to be a neceflary con- 
fequence of the future incorruptibiliry of our Bodies, J explain it 
thus: viz, That they thall not be made up of fuch tercer and fe- 
parable parts as they are now, neither fhall they be nourith’d by be- 
terogeneous humors, that mult needs undergo feveral filtrations, 
but the Liquor running through our veins, fhall be 2 mcit pue 
and homogeneous fub{tance, affording plenty of Spirits, which 
{halle contiaually repair’c, by the fweet 4Echer we thall refpire. 

By this fmall Eflay youmav fee what great agreement there is 
betwixt Divinity and found Philofophy. But asco counterfeits 
moft of em have been difcover'd , and their Authors cover’d with 
fhime, orat jeatt are ftill eafy co be difcern’d from true miracles. 
Such a cheat was the faft of a Nun in Flanders, who 80 years ago, 
pretended to live upon nothing fave the H, Sacrament. — oa 
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believ'd for a great w hile, and the falfe Nun look d upoti.as a Saint: 
But one morning coming to confeffion to an honett plain Prictt ; 
your breath, {aid he, fm ils of Brandy. You may think in what 
rage this put the (he deceiver, that he fh vuld prefume co deftroy a 
miracle that made fo much noileand brot ight her and her Monattery 
(D great a cre dit. Th 1 Prieft fiche: endeavour’d to pacity fen 
fo that th e came to hima iccond tit ne, when finding the {ame chiag 
he aavifed the Bifhon of it, and told him v vichal, tha iC OUT age, and 
G lace & near Hoi lana were not broper for re deceits, \\ _ 
could not fuilto be difcover'd at one time or othe er, and caule : 

y great {candal. Her eupon the Bith« p fent f for th e Naz, I sck'd a 
het Up, and in a little cime f oan out tie ch eat, wiz, That one ot 
the Sitters gave her Meat, Drink and Spirits, unknown to any one. 
When the Drel: ite pretended to chide the Nun, {he anfwer'd it was 
weil done of her, and the was rea dy to undertalre this, or any other 
pious fraudto magnify her Convent. 

But leaving thofe Abu ufers of Religion to the Judgme: nt of God, 
I hall fet down | ele t vo Hiftories,tha t are together fo well attelted 
and fo iacredible, that y hardly know what to fay of ’em, and there- 
tore would be glad that you were pleas’d to inform me farther, either 
mt shat matter of fact, or as tothe poffibility of fuch Phenomena. 

e firft has been communicated to me by a Phyfician of quality 
=. ae repute, Sir Theodore de Vaux, Fellow of the Reyal Soerety, 
cc. wh ho relatesnothing, but whae himfelf has (een and heard, And 
therefore I chink fit to give you the hittory in his own wor 

Anguft 25.1673. Being at Chatfworth at the Earl of De: 707 witinds 
he telling me of the ftrange cafe of Martha Tayler , that fafted fo 
long 5 I being curious to fee this perfon, he was pleafed to fend one 
with me ro her habditition, which was ata place cali’d 0: tego 
nae two miles from Chatfiorth, in Derbyfhire When I came ro 

her Mothers houfe, a poor Cottage, at the! botro mof a great Hiil, I 
found this Afertha Tayler jutt arifing, being about nine in the morn- 
ing 5 and ina very litt!e time the was brought by che fire fic de, and 
ferina Chair, where I begun to tell her, that the Karl of Devoz/hire 
had fent me thither to (=e her, and t deftr'd dthat fhe would give me 
a true relation of all what had paft in her di item ner. She fpoke to 
me as one much beholsing to his Hone: r, tor his Ch arity LOW ards 
her, and fo promisd me by the help ot C 0c the would fay nothing 
bet truth . She told me fhe was 22 years old lat Czdlemas, and 
until the eve of eleven } years {he was very hy ealthful, and was as 
OLer Sit i ne US 4 ) (bes "that abou that pe i aneri ing Neig!i! pour 
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oe 
uf hers upon the fighting of ewo Cocks, lic e {truck her a great blow 
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upon the reins of her back, which made her complain of a great 

weaknels. She fell then ill for the fir{t time, and Was feiz'd With a 

violent Hickoci, the tby fits would latt her thre hours together, and 

the noile {he made with ic was incre edible. Thos ill (he continued 

for 4c ‘ays together, afierwards / ew pretty well, fo thar fhe went 
T 


to School for lo days, hen fhe fell ill again, and had Sreat rifings 
within her, wh i made great ie being as pol conceiv'd wind, 
which would rife u p to Her Throat, and w ‘oad caufe her to lie ing 


Trance 5 yet after 14 days the got pretty 1 cll ga, and sent to 
School for 10 days more, bur bei: ng at Scl 100 vas much troubled 
with the Hickock ftil, bot ch | “a day andnighr Afrer thele ro 
days (he fell ill for the third tin sada -n kept h er Bed for fix 
years together, being in avery bad } conditic on, yet all thele fix years 
time {he did eat and drink all kind of things, and cid go to ftoo! 
and urine as {he us’d tO do, but the Hick “ k tormented her | by fits 


every day, making that noile that one might hear her, they fiy, a 


i ualeiane 0 The TyaSve thar cl. 
quarter of a mile off, or a very great ay Tie Doors that then 
} + 5 2 Lia ; rs Lluey * 4 
faw her, w ere of opinion, that the ina Hectque Fever, tho 


the drunk but! tittle, and {weared tly The two laft years of thefe 
fix, the perceiv’d much blocd mixt wi it 2, fo f 

could not tell whether it was bloxd or urine. ough 
low and fine, (o that the exvecte di e' very day whea the th 


ould dies 
EE A ae ern  bcies ths tasee en Atieies od 
and at that time fomething came down out of ner privy Darts, very 


big, and in madry long gutsas it were, one of then) was very long, 
Bry fly and hard, and blood in the end of ir, ang what came down 
Was fever’d, {fo that in 2 put feveral Clours between e3c hoth es, sod 
fhe anoin ted t} em With i) Cream. She could rot tell what thefe thi ings 
were that t caine ¢ own, they were dry and. no moiiture in chem 5 
fome faid they were ier guts, others thar one was the bladder and the 


eid agen: ; ~ , 

f . anv o —, } LI \ 122 ver ff a ) <> 4 nec L, ey Jj 1; ! 
other the \ somb. However it be, in time they put itrified,t but did not 
att \1 aye C P = - ott Qf I, rune 
IME 1: for iC pal Mme OUE 1 moulded chia 2nd fon Mme citer part 


got Up into her bod dy y ag: in. For sig years time e the ie gutsyas (he call’d 
them, were fo painful and troublefom to her { nae (he never ftirr’d 
out of her pofure, ly ing {till on ber right fide, = 1 the was once for 
nine weeks together, that fhe never flept ac all; bur ftill would be 
reading g godly books, hearing them read, or ditcourting with perfons 
upon good things, never lofing her memory or fenfes in the Jeait, 
‘hough the was{) } 
After-t! le tivo la ry ye 
ceasds then the tell tnco a great VO mirine, and from Atichelmas day, 
September 29:h, 1667. to St. Aadrews day, November roth, 1667. 
the vomited uy val ll ihe took, and whea they would torce fomeching 
down, 
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i ** . 2 te . he? ™ sp * &Y LOW i ly eaye 
gown, if WOUld lie in het caroat, nd bei ng ready fo choak NeL 
would come up again. In this time of her vomiting ih e went V 
[ 


1 oe! | R day ; : 1 {, 
tle@ [0 1100) At St. Anarews day the vomit Ng ceas’ d, and { 
Thor 


shat Gay unto Oe. mas C a ihe cook no fuftenance 2 


Cisss ‘ c a 

any kind of meat or drink, but la Ly quiet and had a little fleep, bue 
al} chis time t Ao evacuation, neicber vy Stool por urine.  Lipon 
S°, Thomas © a D cember tit, 167, in the ¢ vening, (he cook rhree 
flices ofan Apple 5 after this for five yeas together, the took no 
kind of tafte: ance, but tue wetting of ber Lips with Ww. iter, ora 
littie Syrap of Prunes, ora di op of Claret she ; however it could 
never O¢ NES Cel rd that the lee COWL One G: f wiquor. She W ould 


aw an] then fuck ais if ora few'd Pi Une § jometimes fome 

he tolid parts of the tiunte would ‘“ cown. In all thefe five 
ears the had no evacuaton, 2 either by fools or urine, but the faid 
hat freq dently (he e had bleeaiags out of her Eyes, and out of her 
has and Nole, and now and then cial 1 vomit blocd, 

(Ch bri ft Was day, December 255 167 2. (he beg oat tO (2 ike fome Ale, 
with a bit of an Appic. eo _ beginning ae wou Id fox - 
. but would vomit them agains however continuing (till, i 

a yme mellow 


{ 
Bib’ Sy it 
doy dezrees ttay with w=} and then the w 

‘e Summer, a pretty 


Ci ; i 


ol 
Pew oran Apple. In1673, 0 ie took during t 


i 

fore of Gootederriess and when the had once begun to eat and 
drink, bed alfo fome {mall evacuation by ftool rwice a week, and 
rretry ‘iard, and by urine every day a little, about the quanricy of 
MIO OWICES. When Sir Thecdsre (aw her, the could, as the faid, 


aixe@ ( One ci ay Wi i ch another a0 ae a quarter Or a pint of Ale, aih d 
eat fome Gooleberries, or a litrle Apple, or fome Pear, but could 


= . ie : 
not let ge Resanngeeaen fubftantial meat, neither w ould Milk ftay with 
’ 5 . ° bs : ip h j ) . ‘ 
her, out ine vomited it up again, as {he did alfoif thee at too much 
rn ‘ Om: "Ths Cis aA eA depen: 06 Aste cis 
i any j | ole fruits. Th Hickeck ich Oct Rit ik 1G I 9 es Wye igo 
Asto her bo dy, continues Our Ingenuous Prien: 1, fhe is lean, al- 
teonch ber face bia and flefhyv : her belly is all th unk t IN. and rhere 
iit ditt 1A 20 Ui Cl eis ly 9 i ily 1S ai r i sil ‘ nie S854 
‘ > ¢ ° / 3 3 4 
1S 2, é f ij Ng ere nO 1! iteliine = at 2 MS Lede C AL 


ma 10:0 A nefs a§ if the AG 
there be eny tiey _" be all thriveled up, for hen 1S 
| cheft, or b veatt, ismizghcy high, her arm 


nce of thems hel 20 

in, and fom her ‘elb »w upwards the bone is nos Os efpecialiy 
ir arm, fo that the has | ue little ufe of it ; her thighs are hol- 
low, and there is little fleth on her knees; the bones are very big, 
and fo are the joints, as if dhe had had the Rickets, and yer fhe fays, 


| e th 5 
am I : . ee “E508 it wae vy A “i : 
and her frieacs too, that beinga Child the was free from that diftem- 


tia 5 4 i 

yer, Her legs are lean; ithe nev i {weats but in the palms of her 

hands, thatarealmoft always mots; her pullegood, buc fomerhing 
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quick 5 (he has a good chearful countenance, talks very rationally, 
and very good fenfe, has a very good memory, and truly al] the 
a appears to me tobe nothing but truth, making great profeff;. 

7 of Religion, and having read much, cad convertt With many 
God dly Fao oy (he fays,that were fo chi ritabie as to come and lee 
her: Laske her wh echer the was not let biced dur: op that time the 
-_ ed fo much blood by her urine? She } anty er’d no, becaufe the 

s fo weak, that they th ought fhe would dye : but in the ¢ begin. 
ning of her acknefs the was once blooded. In tie tine of her fi iting, 
September 4; 1668, th e Ea r! of Devonfhire bad foncry peri MS thar 
warche with her for 7 days and 6 nights together, to tc e if the took 
any thing, end as tivo went out, two camein: They are ali cred}. 
ble perfons, and fome the Ear! of Devonjlire’s Sery urs Their 
names are, Hannah Hollis, Dorothy Web ter, Alice Trantor, Ma ry for es, 
Elizabeth Glaffop, foan Heath, Anne Taylour, Anne Bott of ‘ ke well, 
Anne Berisford, Ruth Gates, ‘Seath W hite, Atary Goodwin and Dor -othy 
Shelden, Sarah Burton Mr. Wilfon’s Maid, Heffer Hatfela, Mary Coates, 
Hefter Ryaeyard, Eliz. Toft, Eliz» Wane, and Mr. Buxfto’s Maid Bar. 
bary 4 ofely, Anne veblPer, Elz. Miser an nd bees - ole. 

Ottober 26, 1663. She was exs mined by Mr, Edward wood Apo 
t) ec: dvYs a G Ga therive Li ifer Nid Wife if Asp ort, WHO susicribed an 
afte ina LON O; ¢ the metter of fact as W itnefles, together with George 
Be oadbur |? of Overha ddea, whofe Certificate I havein my hands. 

t Me 24 hiitory is rel: ied by Mr. Cornelius Stalpart V anacy Wiel Ph y- 
fician at che Augae, in bis curious Obfervations, printed ta the Dutch 
rongue at the Hague, 1686.It is extracted cut of a Letier written by 
Mr. Herman Va: Bybergen Muinifier of Diepeaheim, 10 the Prov WCE OF 
Oversfel, to Mir. Bruinftein, Phyfician to bis Royal Highnels Une 
Prince of Orange, now our Gracious King Widiam MI. and dated /u- 
ly 31,1683. 

A Maid born at Helfelaar, a Village depending on the Lorath: 
of Berkelo, in tne Month of September 1667, COO yk a Quartan nae 
at Z vol, where fie was a Maid Servant, in the Month of 24a) 1632. 
After 7 weens {lig went to Diepenheim to a Relation ct hers. The 


Grit davs {he 2 Was there, {he went fometimes 2 broad, and ail her 


difeafe (eared co coniitt in che {aid Fever. But in the mcan While, 
ihe grew weaker every day, and iolt her ttoma ch) by degrees 
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am nib ihe ws {0 weer il tck and weak. that | her ¢ Coun wa 
ed at every moment, nd it was impofhbie to ici her take any fo! 
of food, in fo mucn that the wasa m oth without eating and 
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mannet of vilible excrements. Put from time to time fhe was 
tro dled with fuch violent fits, that the ftruck her head again the 
walls or the boards of her bed, and would have fallen down, if 
care had not been taken, And as they had put Cufhions on bork 
fides of her Pillow, to prevent unhappy accidents, fhe bit’em vio- 
lently during her fits, and ‘could not fuffer to be holden faft, efpeci- 
ally by che head, for then her pain would redoubd!e upon her. The 
Minifter who has written this Relation, teftifies to have feen her 
atrack d with thofe Convulfion fits, four times within an hour. 

Having thus remained a month in her firft bed, fhe was taken up 
in her {heet, and put upon a Bed-{tead on the ground, where fhe 
lay yet 3 or 4 weeks, it being not poffible to remove her, becaufe 
her nerves were grown fo rigid, chacto touch her was to increafe 
her pains toa terrible excefs, In vain it was attempted to give her 
infome Broth or Beer, for nothing could go through her Throar, 
or if the chanced to {wallow fome drop of liquor, fle had no repofe 
until fhe had caft ic ouc of her Breaft with violent efforts. The ap- 
ples of her Eyes funk fo deep into her head, that they cou!d hard? 
be feen, and at‘lait her Eye-lids werethut up, without poifibiity of 
opening them. AMll che comfort fhe had was to fleep in the evening 
till 12 at clock in the night, and again an hour or to about 3 or 4 
in the afternoon. This long faft, accompany’d with Convulfion- 
fits, troubled her Head ata ftrange rare: for fhe often rav’d and 
call’d for Cakes, Apples and Plums, which were hung accordingly 
with nai's againft the walls of her Bed, and rot there. for ihe mighe 
well by whiles count ’em for her diverfion, but could not diminith 
their number by eating of ‘em. 

April 13. 1683. herFather transferr’d her from Dicpenheim to Hei- 
felaar, where 3 days after, wiz. onthe night betwixt che 16 and 17 
lhe took a fancy to drink, and call’d her Father for it 5 but as the, 
could not waken him, fhe felleagzin to fleep.In the morning the told 
herPather what her defire had been,and chat the had a ftrong conceit 
fhe fhou'd recover her fight in a (hort time. Her Father gave her a Jit- 
tle: Wine,which the took and ftaid with her,v ichout making her un- 
eafy. An hour after,fhie bid her Father to kindle alight, becaute tha 
fancied to fee fomething.He did it, and approaching the Candle near 
her Eyes, he perceiv’'d her Eye-lids to be half open. The patient 
would have open’d them with her fingers, bur could not. On the 
fame day, which was the 47, fince her Eyelids hid been (hut up, 
fhe open’d them intirely on a fucden, by the motion of her Head, 
but they closd up themfelves again, for 3 or 4 days more, when the 
_ Was ableco open them with her fingers. pri 27, the began = 
a littie .- 
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2 
: little white Bread with Honey. The following cay the took 4 
fincy ro eat Bacon, and whilft it was a frying, her longing carry’d 
her fo far as to eat fome of itraw. On the ath of Ata, he} begin 


comoke water, and on the tenth to have ftools. Her tits alo din. 
nifhe by degrees, and fhe had ftrength enough to fand upright, and 
co walk upon Crutches 5 but the was yet a month that the conld nos 


fic down, without falling into a fwoon After that the was alfy 
rid of chat uneafinefs, and as foen as {he could fit down, fhe « “ent 
£0 Helfelaars Church, and chen to Dicpealeim, Wh ere our Miniter 
fay her and writ again co Mr. Breinfleiz, that to reftore her ro 3 


f 
perfect | ealch, there wanted only Erohst ict ei to ! firengthen her §to- 
mach, that cou!d not as yet wel 1 digeft. 

Ic matt be confett, that thefe Relations are as Mrange as any thing 
wi was Ever printed with an appearance of Tt rach, and fe WW peop! 2 
| be apt to believe thems; but whatever b 


51 not concern'd withit. For Mofes, — ar Fe/; 148 wei ein perfect 
health,both at the beginning and theend of thei Flt anid it remains 
{till undoubted, that no man in health can |! foi io long, Par what 
a ficknefs can pr r0 duce, we are NOW ’ to igaquire ‘There are indeed 


feveral things, which can make thefe {tories fafjrici ous. I. We have 
properly nothing to ground them upon, fave the coftim: ony of the 
patients and their ft iends 5 Sir Theadsre’s relation is b at what he 
had from the mou th of the Exeli/h Maid. As co thofe that watcht 
her by order of the Earl am wonfbire, it is but t for 7 days; ore 
fides, who kaows not that che belt watch in the world is apt to {lum- 
ber fomerimes ? it s true they were two ar once, but ‘tis true alfo, 
thatithas been faid chat they gave her Mi:'k in the evening. She 


anfwerd to Sir Theodore, W ho quefion'd her | over it, that it was on 
ly to beftmear thofe Somes Guts thee were out of her boa. 
Whatever beof chat, the few'd Prunes and the Railins fhe fackd 
were for another nies without mentiass ig the S Syrup of Prunes and 
she Claret Wine, whereby her lips wer e, asthe fiid, wetted: So 
thar upon the whole, her fat cannot be taken for rigorous, or 2 
perfect privation of whatever can repair th ¢ living S oP ‘aie 2, The 
Faftio of the Dutch Maid was Rricter, tho not che feveath part fo 
jong as that of the Enghif? 4; but we have only her own ssvord xx that 
of her friends for it; fince i Ir. 7 Van Eybergen, Who ig in het 
Convultion-fits, did never watch her one day. Befices, that thofe 
Cakes, Apples, Pears, Piuins, ee. which fhe as ied for in her 
ravines, andusd cto hang over her head, do fomewhat (poy! the 
norion of along fall 
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fafpic isions sake be aes edilous, 4 ‘the Ot ginal cau 
iefs, a blow y epon - back by an anery neighbour om 
IMS — echin FOr my | Date, i am per{wad ed that 

wicked enough to make cony pacts wich evilS; pirits, 
Lor give them Poyfons of an uni naginable fubtil ty 


and hurt cine. ‘Bat the effects of thofe poyfons ule to be very dif- 
ferent from the fymproms of this Maid. However as there are {e- 
veral venomns whofe effects are unknown to Us, i “i _ t infiit up- 
on this one yn. 2. The Hickock that vexd her fo long, and 
was heard {o far o off about a quarter 0 f a mile, is anot ther incredi~ 
ble Circus: te ce; notthat I believe there was nothing of ict, bur 
Jam apt toce ~e “ure from this vilibie Fiyperooe, that there are many 
others in the accou iy Bave 80 our ingenious friend, and chat the 
leafed her (elt i err ig the admiration as well as the pity of her 


Vilito: 5: and who knows but the got cueniina by it? Tn 1673. 
fhe lived ina poor Cottages now me is matt! ied toa Phylicians and 
My Lord Sherard of Dai rbyfhire WIM lately (in the month of Septem- 
ler} to Sir Theodore de Fans that fhe was found to be 2n Impoftor, 
Hos wever [ NOUC be g| . to know how and by whom. . Fak: 
fappofed Guts, that for three years together came our of her privy 
parts, are allo very myfterious. If they were the guts, the womb 
or the bladder, how could the eat, digeft, urin, or even live after- 
w.rds? If t they were fomet hing ele, what could fupply fo much 
mitter, whilft the eat and drark nothing? 4. To be § years faft- 
ing, 9 weeks licking fleep, and to prelerve withal a good memo- 
1v and the free afe of her fentes, appear to me as probable as the 
2ble of the 8 Aice, making their neft in the ear of a Car. 5. Tears 
come oft out of the eyes, and there ufes co fit in the middle of the 
earsa vilccus matter, which I rather believe to be {queez'd out of 
= fubftance of the ears by iweating, than to be tra nipired through 
the Ty m mono out as to blood coming out of the eyes and ears, 
ever he eard of it, tholam not fo learn’d in Phvtick, as to deny 
the poffibili:y of the fact. 

Let t § DOW proceed t C the e Dutch Maid. Matters | nang pretty well 
together in thisrelation. The learned@ Phyticians agree in afcribing 
the next caule of nceroitte it Fevers, CO a vifcous matter, which 
mixing at let runes ¥ ) he blood, retards its cir culation. At the 
beg ginning of he ‘y “iteale, this matter Was aur or idy {fo abund ant 10 
her, asto preduce aQ duartan Agite oi very lo ng continuance 5 bur 
I was fo extraoy Jinartly increas’d by the raw «frois the eat immo- 
derately, that afier 3 months it filid up ‘en ftomach, overpower d 
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the blood, and ttopt the pores of the tranfpiration, Then the mutt 
of necefliry lofe her Romach; but the circulaticn continuing it 
tho very flowly, out of the filtration of the blood and humor. 
mutt needs arife fome harp corpufcles, which finding no paffige 
ftiuck againft the folid parts of ber body,until they had blunted thejy 
points, and fell again into the vifcous matter, with fome particles of 
the flefh they had broken off; and therefore fhe ought to grow 
Jearer every day, and her Convulfion fits be follow?d with ravingc 
But at long run the vifcous matter being confum’d, becaufe fome of 
the fharp corpufcles forc’'d from time to time their paffage through 
the ftopt pores, fhe ought to recover her ftomach and health as the 
did. 

One thing only appears to me very difficult, which is how the was 
transferr'd from Diepenheim to Helfelaar 3 for tho thofe two Villages 
are but at fome miles diftance, yet how could fhe be carry’d fo far 
fince fhe was grown fo very lean and rigid by her long faft and the 
ftoppingof her pores, that fhe could not fuffer to be broughe from 
one bed into another, and that a good while after the had begun 
eat and to recover her health, the could not fit Cown without fa'ling 
into a {woon. 

The flory of the Englifs Maid has mere difficulties in iz; however 
T believe the main matter of fact to betrue, for all the circumftances 
can hardly be fo. Thacis, her faft was really fo long as ’tis report. 
ed, tho nothing near fo ftrict and rigorous as that of the Dutch Maid : 
But the juice of fome Raifins and ftew’d Prunes, a drop of Claret 
Wine or Mik, and fome fuch little things, that would {carce be able 
to keepa Chicken, were reckon’d for nothing, either out of pity or 
admiration: And therefore, fetting bewitching afide, what origin 
foever her diftemper may have had, I believe chat the next caufe 
of her long fafting was a vifcous matter, and the itopping of the 
cranfpirstion-pores, not only becanfe of fome ligi t refemblance be- 
twixt the two Phencmena, but efpecially, becaufe *tis obferved that 
fhe eat al] forts of things, that is, they gave her fat Meat, or full of 
gravy; good thick and fat Broth, ftrong Beer, ard the like, which 
are asapt to create Vifcofitiesin a weak S‘omach, as any raw fruits, 
If her fafting lafied longer than that of the Darch Maid, it is becaufe 
the nonrifha.ent {he rook, tho ina very {mall quantity, hindered the 
clammy humour from being fo quickly confum’d. 

Burt becaufe I perceive that Gentlemen ate divided in their opi- 
nions of this Maid, | thall fer down a Criterion, or a mark, by which 
the truth may, methinks, infallioly be known. She began to be 
lick at eleven years of age, andcontinud fo till about 23, after which 
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women co not ufeto groiwv. Daring the 5 years of her fafting, *tis 
certain the cou! id not oY ow atalls neither could fhe become much 
caller, curing the othe er 7 years, fhe was fo forely vex’d with the 
Lickock, b! sod mix’d with her ur ine, vomiting, want of flkep, ec. 
Aad therefore if the be ftill about the fame ftatuie that (he was 
when eicven years oid, the re is apparently no cheat in te in. 
Bur if the be mach taller, we ha ve reafon to fufpect the wort. 

The oon oojection that caa be made agit the fe conjectures, 
is how 2 man can ive, the pores of his « raa! piration being fto sid T 
waich [antwer, that they have becn fo for the moft part, perhaps 
in all chofe who make the objection, and thar too for a confiiera- 
ble while, and as oft as they had catche a great Cold or Rheum 
that made ’em lofe theirStomach. For the Rheum does not always 
paceed from soundance of humours, ocher ife every ordinary Phy- 
{ic OF =e fic wouid cut re us of it, suc it arifes from a vilcous 


S 


ad ~--—< 
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matter, th nixes with the Chyle and Blood, and partly ftops the 
P yes of the t: ai if(pirations which ftopping, if it Come to be en- 
reasd from without by the thicknefs and intemperance of the air, 


the fiperfluous humours that were to be exhaPd d by the trani{piration, 
mix agaia withthe Chyle and Blood; and then nature, or that 
power which God has Di iven to our bo CIES, to reftore themielves 
ito their forn mer t fk te to acertain es ree, endeavours to expel thofe 
humours through the lungs and noftrils with violent efforts of the 
brea {t an br ain. 

It’s vuigarly j imagind that che tranfpiring i (weating pores are 
allo ne, but this I dare averto be an error. We muy eafily pro- 
cure {1 vesting when we have got the heavieft cold, bur thac will ra- 
ther e endanger us = allay the dil feafe, either becaufe fiveating coes 
hot dilute the: vifcous matters that are che original caufe of the 
Rheam, cr char we tranfpire through other pores, befides thefe of 
the wear. “f “Th > we fweat, yet ‘the pores ofourn oftrils, through 
Which we have the fealat ion of odors , and thofe of the orifice of 
the ftomact: h, “ rough which the fenfation of ! hi unper d and thir {ti iS 
unicated ¢ o the Orain, remain quite or almolt top ypc. W 
are only ware of the ftopping of thole two parts, but’ poeanell 
that m any athers are not fo ? Efpecially feeing tht out of th 
ftopp'd not ils flow abu ndance of humours. * - the po: es or 


flo 
the tran ‘pura ion and rhofe of the fiveat were the fam . € ougnt to 
€at move in S immer chan in Winter, in hot chan in cold weather 5 

Whereas ’tis juft, when the cool Eaft and North winds blow, hat 


ne uave a yetcer ftomach. 4. Tho we have ftools and urine as 
much and fomecimes more than ordinary, when we are troubled 
Lz 2 with 
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with Rheum, yet the humors of which niture does difcharge ir Rf 
amount to a far greater quantity than thofe of the other excrements, 
s. We imagine that a Phyfick, which does ftrongly operate,rids ys 
of a great many fuperfluous humors 5 but tis a miftike, for ie only 
brings down the hamours that were ready to tran{pire 5 however ir 
may happen to cure us by carrying away fuch humours as were too 
thick and clammy, to be tranfpired.6.Such a plenitude of humours.as 
is caft our by che Rheum or a ftrong Phyfick, would faffocate and 
kill che Rrongeft man in che world within three days ; and therefore 
this plenitude is the effect, and not the caufe of the Rheum, and 
is made up immediately of the matters that were to be trans 
{pired. 

Thence I conclude, that fince the pores of the tranfpiration can 
be ftopp’d, and that neither the time nor the degree of that ftop. 
ping is determin’d, they can have been fo in the two Maids above- 
mentiond, and that too for a longer time than we are apt to be. 
lieve, and that therefore the main of their ftory may be true. 


Ol cber 2 8, 








L ET- 








A Ah OO a nae a ae 











LETTER XLIL 
d 


To the Reverend Mir Wlham Hart, 
Rector of IY. alpoole in Mar/hiand. 


LO 








ARGUMENT. 


Why Marfhiand breeds no Rats, Defcription of that Country, 
and the Iflz of Ely. Of the nature and v rious fpecies of 
Rats. That the vapours of the ftagnating Warers, and the 
fieams of the Soyl are the caufe that they cannor abide there. 
What fort of exhalatious thofe are. Why other Animals do 
notwithftanding thrive in that Country. What forts of Talif- 
mans are efjeciual? Farther proofs of the matter of Fact. 


Reverend Sir, 


T° Never doubted of the marter of fact, over which you did me 

the honour to ask my opinion, namely, - at your C Country breeds 

n0 Rats, ana if they ccme acciaentally ly goods ena t into it, they prefent- 

by languifh and dye, without any % ‘file caufe for it A manin your f{ta- 

tion, who writes with fo much fenfe and judgment, and has been 

often an eye-witnefs of what he relates, is not to be queftioned in a 

ample matter of fact. And therefo.e | would have ere :now an- 

[werd your obliging Letter, were it aot that I wanted Camden's Bri- 

tannias and that in my pre (ent cicun ftances, I cannot always finda 

Bock fo rare, and of O great a price. 
Now having recover’a it, I fhall fet down, as the foundation of 

my anfwer, whac that learned man fays of the Soyl of YOUr (2) Camd. 

Coun’ ry (4). Brit. Lond. 
Over againft Linne, on the fartker fide of tke River ( (Oufe) lies Marfh- Fo’. 161. 

land, a little moift, marfhy Country, as the name implies, divided _ asi. 

parte 
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the dear, is overflown by ” Rivers Oule, Grant, Nen, boas 
Glene aia W itham, having not loa 4des and fewers large ¢ nongh to aifcharge 
themfelt es. But when tle ftreams ave retired within teeir ovvit 4 Cha “nels, 
it ts fo plenteous and rank of acertain fat, grofs and ful bay, which they 
call \id, that when they have mowen ava, as much as will ferve their turns, 
traey fet fire on the reff, and burn it ia November, that i: way come up 
avain in greater abundance 

Phacfuch a fennifh Country cannot be very wholefom is a 1 plait 
confequence in Phyfick, which agrees too well, as you know, with 
ie experieace of Strangers, thac is, of all fach who are not bor 
and bred there. And thar it has been fo ever fince it was inhabited, 
appears bY one Felix a Writer of good ante Qy uty, ; which feems to 
Ct moprehend 5 your Ala {hla 48, 1a che defcription | Ne makes of thofe 


His words are chus fy ak d | SY Dy Author. There is a Fen of eX 
‘i eee which begi ning ie banksof the River Grant, , arifing 
ome where with jeag plot ; in other places with diac clk Waters 3 elaLng a 
dus! ‘ith vapour, Che, 

The very Fiihes, which thefe Waters breed, are fickly, if we 
yelieve Wiliam,a Monk of Crowland. 


P 


— Gurcite retro 
AMforbofos pifces vecetans. 


T! Ne Next thi ing I have e fo co is is to Inq! 5to t he mature and varie 
ous {pecie es of Ra ty as far as is materia * he e queftion in kand. 
We ufe to confound Mice and Ra its i ) thecommot: language, tho 


they are two different fpecies. The former are gray, {mall and 
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weak, and breed fo prodigioufly that Ari/forle relates 2 Moule in- 
cluded ina Veils! wich Millee broughe forth 120 little ones. And 

remember to have read fomewhere, that in 1648, . incredidle 
number of Mice overflow’d the Co unty of Effex, and would have 
wafted all, bue thatchere came foon after great quantiti ies of Owls, 
whichrid the Country of itr. They ufe to ony wv dry bread, ends of 
candle, and ‘f they find nothing elf, papers and goods. Rats are 
brow ner, DIgger ¢ ind ftronger, and fometimes m3 ke bold to defend 
themieives ag Lai it Cats, elpecially | Dy troops, tho the fight_ proves 
for the mc bray tvery un qual, < ib dencs Wil h the rout and Maughter 
of the Rats, They are both avery d: uinty bir, which is te caule of rhe 
Cats taking fo much pains to huntafter them,even when they difdain 
other meat And to this purpofe I remember a (tory,thartl was told by 
a WwW orthy Gentleman in Holanda: A neig! dour of hi: had a Child 
of 40 § years of age, who, notwithftanding all the trouble (he 
cook, could not be taught to ask when he would go to ftoo!. She 
omMerving that his excrements were extra ydinarily dilure, fitpected 
at laft chat it came out of weaknefs, end went toa Phvficion for 
counts], whoadvifed her to feed him with broi’d Mice ond young 
Rats, ad¢ing th . theo oght not to be afraid of it, and thie having 
cut off cheir head andtail, fhe might feel give them to him under 
the notion of Birds, Shedid the Child cat gre eedily the fu ppofed 
Birds, long’d often for them, and as curd within a for thigh. In 
Provence, 1 have my felf eaten Mountain or Fie!d-rats , which 
in Autum) are extraordiniry tat andtender. and go there for excele 
lent meat, being notatall venomous, The Inhabitants uf to hunt 
tiem with Fire arms, un er Wa! =. Trees, upon which thefe 
An mils ufe to climb to eitthe Nurs. [th V .fo read of Wacer- 
rats, which fculk on the fides of Ponds and Riv er, ann 1 fee {1 upon 
the Pith s 5 — I never {aw any of them, and by the deter prion of 
Authors it appears, “ they donot freqient blachifh waters, yielsivg 
a dusbt i[h Viapo : ana wh sha Hes are |. icky. As CO the Mice and Rars 
that infef our Ho vies it feems chae they-care not to drink, unle/s 
they be poy fond. 

Thence I conclude (ng tthe mot pi ‘obable caufe, whv Mice and 
Rats cannot abide your Country, are the moift unw bolfe M vapours, 
which are continually fe: nd out of it 

[ joyn moift and unwnh olfom ne together, becaute the vapours of 
running Rivers, and tho that fs rm dew and ral n, are healthful co 
many Anima ls, € e{peciall y atcertain times; whereas] kno ¥ not of 
any,unlefs it be Toads and F:ogs,and a few Fithes,thae can endure the 


noifom {mell of ftagnating Waters.it would be apiece of prefumption 
in 
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in aScranger, that never liv'din Adarfhland, 6 determing precif-ly 


Pre 
wherein thac unwho!fomneis does conti. Waters thar overflo v3 
Country Carry feveral heterogeneous matters with them, which 
when they (tagnace e undergo various {rine viatians, Aad chat the 
fermentations chey fufi fier in Adarfhland an id the ie of EX, are nor 
very conducible to health, apy pears DY the b biacky2 erlar of thofe y9- 
Ccrs, thea anskijh Vsbours tile y yield, aj ad Ci 1e [ci etre st they PY OaHce tpn 


€ 
fihes, which apparently hinder thea to trantpit eas well asthe Rats 
whole Pts ai v€ far thinner, Bo ir you anoict a Fy, a Worm, or 
any cther weak infect, all over wir Oyl, it will dye tra fhore dime, 
C ie nfpiration : Koae as other hurt can be tmag'n’d to 
t 


proceed from fuch a fiweet and hums fubt ince as Ovl, chan thay 


it {tops the Po es by its intricare and branched particles. Bejides 
that, your Soyl may be pregnant with faleib, acrimonious, nitrous 
and fuiphureous fosies, that perpetually emic fteans of the fame 
nature; but on the othe: fide render it wond: Fully ferti!, Tanthe 
more inciad t0 this conjecture, that “* he 


France, when J 4-band men will rid che } 
fortof Vermin not very different from Rae. hey mune vu 
. 7 § a g _ J A \ VV 1 J 

ms, with < | Sodd {sand step nde 


. } . ft ie =) i ~ 
Qa the Sun fO ay cen, toen put fire to 


: a S| 
Z *Y¥ . { } iP =~ S i> ’ : ae a ® ; 
the eW ood. which burns the Sodas to a black Powder, that being 
— : .! 3 , efyr a f+}, ) fs ea! 4 mote ‘ f. vied | e f - “e 
apreag om thie furrace orrtne ed, manes it ruittul, and frees ir 
a » 4 i . f a a 4 - a x i : ° = a. a 2 
from Moles, a lea oe for a year. It may be imagin’d that the 
: 3 


{noak of : 
probable chat either 7 
Sodds, mixing wit 
run away. 

[fit be ask’d how othe can then live in Marlhland> | 
anfwer. 1. Be ~anfe th ey cre of a ftronger conftiterion th nan Mice 
and Rats, that are very weak creatures, as appears from their fright- 

fulnefs and tne tendernefs of their eth, two infallib'e rokens of the 
eaknefs of Animals. 2. ufe the fteamsof vour Cow ntry may 
: : 
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th choaks thofe Animals; but ’tis more 
c fc, or the faleith particles of the burnt 
-ea{lo he Rain, make them 
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7 BERTI, i, i ; 
with Greale, or any ofmer meat wae thole infects love, will kil 
: } > » fake IAN A eta es 
ihem, and notpto. luce that cficet pon other Animi's. 
I know that Ships —— mien infefted with char ermin, but 
Ships are very ¢ ity places, and the airof the Sea, e! ‘ecially the 
Main Ocean, is fo far f On} HEME unwhoitcme, that it wal be mot 
healchful than that of the fi irm L ind. or tvhere i: Hs Sinizen or 
Countryman that could hand out as many. harcthips as Semen 
undergo, Winds, Lempetts, perperual Agications, Changes of 
Cimate, 
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limate, and then to feed upon octhing but Sale Meat for many 
yon this t get! ele 
As to thofe Gentlemen, who, as you fay, afcribe that privation 
of Mice and Rats to Talifnas as, I will yield lomething to cheir Opt- 
nion, when they can find out the plac ‘e where thete Tali(maus are 
buried, and having extracted fome of em, let us {ee tha t they are of 
make fir t< > replenith - wholeCoantry w ith fteams,during many ages 
If fo be , that Rats cannot thrive in the Ifle of £4, no more than 
—~ Marfhland, {hive ve ty near lighted on the true c catafe of it. Jutt 
now I fpake with Mr. Box, a worthy Gentleman, chat has an eftate 
in your Country, and with feveral others chat have beea in both 
places. They all affur re me chey never {aw any Mice or Rars in 
Marlhland, or the Ile of E/y, but could nor tell whether or no they 
pg a Ty In th ie means vnile Mr. Box gave me fuch a cha- 
racter of your parts and fincerity , that any one may depend upon 
the matter of fact. 
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